
Trimble Outdoors increased traf�c with its 
GPS Layer on Google Earth.

Company Background

Increasingly, people participating in outdoor activities can take advantage of GPS 
technology as they�re exploring. Quality GPS-enabled content provides a unique way 
to enhance the outdoor experience in ways that conventional devices and methods 
cannot approach. 

Trimble Outdoors is a family of GPS-on-cellular applications that delivers value to 
consumers through a combination of phone software, web applications and rich 
GPS-enabled multimedia content. With Trimble Outdoors, outdoor enthusiasts 
can use their GPS-enabled cell phones to navigate trails and highways, track 
their workout performance, geocache, and also create, manage and share these 
experiences. Trimble Outdoors users have access to thousands of trips with GPS-
enabled content, including routes, tracks, waypoints, pictures, video and audio 
clips, and text notes.

Challenge

Although Trimble is a pioneer in developing GPS software � its technology used 
in Mount Everest expeditions and NASA missions � Trimble lacked the software, 
the infrastructure and the expertise for publishing content in a three-dimensional 
presentation to millions of consumers. The company also needed an effective means 
of communicating its value proposition to wide audiences.

To overcome these challenges, Trimble collaborated with Google Earth to maximize 
exposure of its hosted content. 

�Trimble Outdoors, in 
conjunction with Google 
Earth, is providing users 
with the �rst multimedia 

GPS content layer for 
outdoor adventure seekers.�

Larry Fox 
Trimble Outdoors
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�Using Google Earth and the Trimble Outdoors GPS layer, users can 
view a 3D trip of running, bicycling or hiking destinations � gaining a 

unique perspective with the addition of audio, video, photos and detailed 
editorial. They can not only see an activity; they can share an experience.�

ABOUT GOOgLE EaRTH 

Google Earth combines the power of 
Google Search with satellite imagery, maps, 
terrain and 3D buildings to put the world�s 
geographic information at your �ngertips. 
Google Earth isn�t just mapping software; 
it�s a powerful tool for viewing, creating 
and sharing interactive and highly visual 
location-speci�c information.

For more information about other 
interesting Earth layers, please visit our 
Earth gallery: 
http://earth.google.com/gallery/. Approach

In partnership with Google Earth, Trimble has developed a content layer containing 
complete trip information and in many cases additional GPS-enabled multimedia. 
Trimble users and professional contributors have gathered the information, which is 
then edited to produce feature-rich content. A Google Earth user sees not only trails, 
but photos, video and other multimedia shared by content providers and the Trimble 
Outdoors user community. Users viewing the Google Earth presentation of this 
content can take a step-by-step walkthrough of a wide variety of outdoor activities. 

A unique feature of the Trimble Outdoors layer is that Google Earth users may send 
content to their cell phones (whether or not they have Trimble Outdoors applications 
installed), download content to GPS-enabled phones with Trimble Outdoors 
applications, or download to their standalone GPS devices. Google Earth users can 
experience the adventure themselves right on their phone or through a standalone 
GPS device.
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�Trimble Outdoors, in conjunction with Google Earth, is providing users with the �rst 
multimedia GPS content layer for outdoor adventure seekers,� observes Larry Fox, 
responsible for business development for Trimble Outdoors. �Using Google Earth 
and the Trimble Outdoors GPS layer, users can view a 3D trip of running, bicycling 
or hiking destinations � gaining a unique perspective with the addition of audio, 
video, photos and detailed editorial. They can not only see an activity; they can 
share an experience.�

This partnership has enabled Trimble Outdoors to publish its content using the 
powerful Google Earth platform, provide new value to its existing users and highlight 
the bene�ts of the Trimble Outdoors solution to large audiences of Google Earth 
users who were not previously familiar with Trimble Outdoors. Combining the 
feature-rich display in Google Earth with Trimble�s content-rich trip data de�nes a 
new standard for those interested in outdoor adventures.

Results

Since the launch of the Trimble Outdoors layer on Google Earth, traf�c to the Trimble 
Outdoors site (www.TrimbleOutdoors.com) has increased considerably. Visitors 
actively browse the rich trip library, join the free trial program, and purchase Trimble 
Outdoors applications. Several pages on the site developed speci�cally to support 
visitors from Google Earth are proving popular, including the page that allows users to 
send a trip to any WAP-enabled cell phone or recommend it to a friend.

Bloggers have also noted the unique value of the new layer. For example, Geek.
com wrote: �Trimble Outdoors is providing an awesome new Google Earth Featured 
Content Layer free with Google Earth. �If you�re an outdoor enthusiast and haven�t 
tried Google Earth, then this may be a reason to give it a test drive. If you�re already 
a Google Earth user, then you may have access to this new layer and not even know 
it yet. Either way you�ll want to try out this new layer when you get a chance.� 
[http://www.geek.com/news/geeknews/2007Apr/gee20070417004299.htm]

And the Lifehacker blog noted: �Here�s where it really gets interesting: One click 
sends the trip info straight to your phone � and if it�s a GPS-enabled phone, you can 
get the actual coordinates as well (as opposed to just the map).� 
[http://lifehacker.com/software/google-earth/google-earth-adds-hiking-trails-252036.php]

Each month, Trimble Outdoors is adding new content to Google Earth, and as the 
layer evolves, content will be categorized by activity, such as biking or �shing. Over 
time, the company hopes to distribute this same content through other avenues 
such as Google Maps. �Our continued exposure through Google�s suite of products 
will help further raise awareness of Trimble Outdoors� products and services,� says 
Larry Fox. 


